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Babylonian Talmud: Shabbat 151b
MISHNAH. ONE MAY NOT CLOSE [THE EYES OF] A CORPSE ON THE SABBATH, NOR ON
WEEKDAYS WHEN HE IS ABOUT TO DIE, AND HE WHO CLOSES THE EYES [OF A DYING
PERSON] AT THE POINT OF DEATH IS A MURDERER.
GEMARA. Our Rabbis taught: He who closes [the eyes of a dying man] at the point of death is a
murderer. This may be compared to a lamp that is going out: If a man places his finger upon it, it is
immediately extinguished. It was taught, R. Simeon b. Gamaliel said: If one desires that a dead man's
eyes should close, let him blow wine into his nostrils and apply oil between his two eyelids and hold his
two big toes; then they close of their own accord.
It was taught, R. Simeon b. Gamaliel said: For a day-old infant the Sabbath is desecrated; for David,
King of Israel, dead, the Sabbath must not be desecrated. ‘For a day-old infant the Sabbath is
desecrated’: the Torah ordered, Desecrate one Sabbath on his account so that he may keep many
Sabbaths. ‘For David, King of Israel, dead, the Sabbath must not be desecrated’: Once man dies he is
free from [all] obligations, and thus R. Johanan interpreted: Among the dead I am free: once a man is
dead he is free from religious duties. It was further taught, R. Simeon b. Eleazar said: A day-old infant,
alive, need not be guarded from weasels or mice, but Og , king of Bashan, dead, needs guarding from
weasels and mice, as it is said, and the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the
earth: as long as a man is alive, his fear lies upon dumb creatures; once he dies his fear ceases. R. Papa
said: We hold [as tradition] that a lion does not attack two persons [together]. But we see that it does? —
That is [explained] as Rami b. Abba. For Rami b. Abba said: A beast has no power over man until it
appears to it as an animal, for it is said, Man that is in honor, and understands not, is like the beasts that
perish.
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Halachic Vocabulary
 – גוססGoses is a person who is on their death bed / 2 to 3 daysi. It is like he is alive in all ways חי לכל
דבר. Subject to  יבום- You can’t do to a  גוססwhat you would do to a מת. A  גוססis a person who is
actively dying (death rattle, throaty breathing.) Change in level of consciousness, breathing, urinary
output – it is clear when this stage approaches. It can be from a few hours to a few days.
Reisner expands the definition in order to justify the cutting off of nutrition/ventilator, etc. Many people
are never גוססים. (heart attack, etc.)
טריפא. treifah is someone who has suffered a wound or injury that was known would kill them within a
year. These people could be walking around in the shuk and look alive. Someone who kills a  טריפאis
not subject to the death penalty. He is considered like someone who is already dead. This is the
category we should apply to people on life support/terminal illness. Indeed their blood is less red than
the blood of others. From this point, we get the permission to stop tube feedings, etc.
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 – מתa met is a person who is completely dead. In all halachic, they are referred to from this point
forward as a met.

8. R. Isaac Alfasi (RIF) to Mosed Katan (16b)
A beraita from the collection Avel Rabbati:
One who is goses –
he is like one who is alive for all matters.
They must not tie his cheeks
and they must not stop up his orifices
and they must not place metal utensils
or cold utensils on his abdomen
until the time that he dies . . .
And they must not anoint him
and they must not rinse him
and they must not lower him onto sand
and not onto salt
until he dies.
And they must not close his eyes
and one who touches him – he is indeed a
bloodshedder.
To what is this matter similar?
To a flickering candle
that when a person touches it –
[immediately] it extinguishes.

:רי"ף ורא"ש למו"ק טז
תניא באבל רבתי
הגוסס
הרי הוא כחי לכל דבר
אין קושרין לחייו
ואין פוקקין את נקביו
ואין מניחין כלי מתכות
וכלי מיקר על טבורו
עד שעה שימות
ואין סכין אותו
ואין מדיחין אותו
ואין מטילין אותו על החול ולא על גבי המלח
עד שימות
ואין מעמצין את עיניו
והנוגע בו הרי זה שופך דמים
למה הדבר דומה
לנר המטפטף
שכיון שנוגע בו אדם [מיד]נכבה

http://www.dafyomi.co.il/kesuvos/halachah/ks-hl-104.htm
i. Gilyon Maharsha: Beis Yakov forbids to prevent death through Pu'ah (rubia). Shevus Yakov
disagrees, for a skilled doctor is surely allowed to prolong life. We may Mechalel Shabbos even to
extend life for a short time!
ii. Aruch ha'Shulchan (5): A healthy person may prepare shrouds for himself. A dangerously sick
person may not, for this is like a suggestion to the Satan.
2. Rema: Some say that we may not dig a grave for him even outside the house until he dies. One may
not dig any grave if a Mes will not be buried in it that day; this is dangerous. One may not cause the
person to die quickly, e.g. if he was Goses a long time and cannot die, one may not remove the pillow
and blanket underneath because they say that feathers of certain birds cause this. One may not move him
or put the keys of the Beis ha'Keneses under his head in order that he die. However, if something is
preventing death, e.g. someone is chopping wood nearby and it is heard in the house, or there is salt on
his tongue, one may remove it. This is not an act, it is merely removing the obstacle
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[that period comes from a discussion in the Talmud related to a shaliach delivering a get, if it is permissible to give the get to a woman being divorced. If it
is known that the husband was a  גוססand it is 3 days later, it is assumed he’s already died, and therefore, don’t need to deliver the get. (Gittin 17)
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